Book of Hebrews

Objective:
· Understand the Content of the Book of Hebrews

· Be refreshed by and established in His word.

· Understand the New Covenant of the Lord Jesus Christ
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Scriptural Verse: 

Hebrews 6:19 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil.”  
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I.  Introduction;  
The book of Hebrews has 13 Chapters.  It is controversial whether it was St. Paul who authored it because it is not signed with his name and because the style of writing is different from his other epistles.  However the church fathers (St. John Chrysostom and St. Athanasius and Church historian Eusebius) assert that it is written by St. Paul because the author was very acquainted with the Old Testament and because it was more eloquently written than other epistles since it was written to his people in his native tongue.  The book of Hebrews was written to Christian people living in Palestine who are of Jewish background who were resorting back to their Jewish traditions so this letter urges them to continue in their faith and re-establishes the Authority of Christ as Lord and as superior to all the prophets of the Old Testament as the True Priest who lives forever.  Hebrews allows us to see Christ in the Old Testament; it's a lens by which we can see his plan for salvation from the beginning until today.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews, we see how Christ is the fulfillment of the Old Testament.  It is only in the light of Christ that we can begin to explore and to understand the Old Testament.  It is in Christ that the Old Testament becomes theologically relevant to us. It is also an epistle to read when we are ever doubting our faith, Hebrews tell us to take the time to get encouragement from other believers (3:12, 13) to strengthen ourselves in God’s word (4:12) and pray for help (4:16) and to have confidence in our unchanging and trustworthy Lord (12:2, 13:8, 13:1-21).

II. Who is our Lord Christ?

The first chapter of Saint Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews identifies the Person, Christ, who is to be the whole subject of this letter. He is the Son of God, the express image of the Father, eternal and unchangeable, and an active agent in creation itself. He is not an angel and was not created to be a minister or servant of God’s will. The Son became one with us in our nature, without ceasing to be what He always was. As God and Man, He purged our sins, made us heirs to salvation, and gave us eternal life. 

who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (v.3)
“The brightness of His glory” now gives us a clear indication of whom Saint Paul is writing. Saint John called the Word, “the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world” (John 1:9), and in his first epistle declares that “God is light” (1:5). Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, calls Himself, “the light of the world” (John 8:12). In the Orthodox Creed, we confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is Light of Light. Our Lord spoke of the glory that He had with the Father before the world was: “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” (John 17:5).

“The express image” means that the Son is the expression of all that the Father is: He is of the same nature and of the same essence. It was not only through the Son that the world was created, but He continues to preserve and uphold all things. 

This verse contains a summary of the doctrine of Christ. After establishing Christ’s divinity through the work of creation and His providential care, He now turns to Christ’s saving work for fallen man, purging our sins.

And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire” (v. 7). 

In order to show that the Son of God is not an angel and not created, Saint Paul quotes Psalm 103:4. The angels are created beings who are the servants and ministers of God, proclaiming His word. They are messengers and bodiless spirits, fulfilling and accomplishing God’s will. 

But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom (v. 8). 

To continue describing the unique relationship of the Son to the Father, and to contrast Him with created beings, Saint Paul refers Psalm 44:6, which contains two symbols of royal power: the throne and the scepter. These refer to the eternal kingship of the Son as well as His reign as God-Man in the Church. 

We see the works of Christ as Prophet (God spoke to us through His Son), King (He sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high), and Lord (obtaining a more excellent name than the angels)

Christ, as the only Son of God reveals to us who God really is (1:3).  Christ is superior to angles (1:1-2:9), prophets (1:1-3) Moses (3:1-6) Joshua (4:1-13) and Aaron (4:14-7:18) who were all shadows of who Jesus is (10:1)  Christ is our Great high priest appointed by God (5:5,6) and being human, has compassion for us (4:15).  He is the one perfect sacrifice that never again needs to be offered for sin (4:14-10:18) as our Great Shepherd He alone works in us and provides for us everything for our spiritual growth and well being (13:20-21).  

High Priest according to the order of Melchisadek 

One of the major themes of this epistle concerns the priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is a threefold definition of the priesthood: 

1. A priest is taken from among men; this ensures that the priest’s actions will be motivated by love, compassion, and mercy 

2. A priest is appointed by God to represent men before God 

3. A priest accomplishes this representation by offering gifts and sacrifices for sins 

Christ perfects these three categories of the priesthood. He took on our humanity and identified with our condition in every way, except for sin. He is appointed by God to be the priest forever after the order of Melchizedek, the mysterious king of peace and righteousness making offerings of bread and wine with no genealogy and no successors. Finally, Christ enters the heavenly sanctuary once for all and makes intercession for us. 

Christ was ordained priest by His Father Ch. 5v 5-6  

Hebrews Ch. 2:10-11 and 17  He made Himself like us so that we can go up and sit at the right hand of the Father with Him (be like Him).  The High Priest needs to be one of the people in order to represent them; He had to become man in order to be an effective High Priest. 4:14-16 He experienced all our struggles yet he didn’t sin and He wants us to have this power as well (Romans 8:37) “more than conquerors” should be our identity/self image, that through Christ our Lord we are not to be defeated, failures, anxious, confused, disheartened or under the dominion of darkness or lies of the world but Christ has overcome the world (John 16:33)
Priesthood of Christ Ch. 7:1-8: Universal priest, eternal and changeless, Mechizedek’s ancestry was not from man, his birth and death were never mentioned, he is a type of Christ who lives forever. V. 14 and 16 and v. 24 and 25 He intercedes for us as we ask Him to intercede for others; it is all an act of love that He allowes us to enter.
  Mechizedek is called the King of Righteousness and King of Salem (peace) in his office he reconciles the Justice and Mercy of God.  
8:5 The OT is a copy of heaven, and Jesus our Lord, as the true Prophet and High Priest, gives us direct access to God. Through Him old things have passed away and He makes all things new. 1 For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 
Christ is the New Covenant.  Ch. 8: 7-13  The old law we are feeling enslaved to trying to do good but with the new covenant, we are transformed and want to be right.  

Ch. 9 we see the Old Testament law in light of Christ 12-15  contrast the earthly sanctuary with the heavenly.    The sacrifices Moses made were a foreshadowing of Christ the One True sacrifice that completely cleanses us once and for all.  
He put himself in our place of judgment.  Mathew 26:28

v. 14 our consciences are cleansed, we want to live a holy and pure life and we are disgusted by sin.

v. 1-7 st. Mary’s womb was prepared to be Christ’s tabernacle (in the midnight praises, we praise her saying she is the golden censer, the ark of the covenant, the golden pot, aaron’s rod” V. 7-10  Christ solved this alienation from God that we had in the Old Testament  Mathew 27:51 the veil was split. (v. 3)  v. 8 shows how limited man’s time with God was in the OT, man barely had a relationship with God before Christ.   1. only one man can enter His Presence, 2. once a year 3.  to sacrifice for sin, which is continual (good for a limited time) 4. only good for the present age, does not have eternal significance. 9;11-14 Christ in contrast to the OT priest is the High Priest of the new convenant.  1. He enters once for all v. 12 His sacrifice covers all sins for all people for all times. V.14 we are then have a relationship with Him because we are pure and holy through the cleansing of our conscience we are able to serve Him, we are in continual worship.  

He Opened heaven for us:
 Hebrews 1;3 

who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (v.3) 

After completing His work, Christ ascended to the heavens, not only as God, but as Man. He opened up the heavens for us and prepares a place for us, as He sits on the right hand of God. As God-Man, He has power over all things in heaven and earth.

He gives power through His word
Ch. 4: 12 Powerful, something at work, active and effective, a living force of divine energy working for God’s purpose, when we read His word and allow it to direct our lives, we will feel His purpose in our lives.  His word goes deep within us to transform us, His word uncovers our secret attitudes and desires that are not pleasing to Him which we may not even be aware of.  It is the same powerful word that resurrected Christ from the dead and created the universe.

Relationship with Him:
What are we to do, after He has done all?

Well, a few things: Ch. 10

22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 
       37 “ For yet a little while,
      And He[j] who is coming will come and will not tarry.
       38 Now the[k]just shall live by faith;
      But if anyone draws back,
      My soul has no pleasure in him.”[l]
 39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

This leads to how Faith makes belief possible, so the Ch. 11 of Hebrews is a full account of those who had faith throughout the OT and what the definition of Faith is.  We see in this chapter those who have fought the good fight before they had even seen the Messiah 

The Heavenly Hope

   
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them,[c] embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

Let us fight the good fight: Ch. 12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Ch. 13: 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.  In the liturgy of the believers (which is which part of the liturgy?) after greet one another with a holy kiss we pray :A mercy of Peace, a sacrifice of Praise”

Community of Faith (with cloud of witnesses)

Simplicity of heart = believing

Hardness of heart and so called “sophistication” leads to unbelief ch.3:19
3: 14:  Partakers of Christ: a partner, companion with Christ; How can we experience His Power and the outpouring of His blessings in our lives if we are not walking with Him daily?  Ch. 2: 3-4 a life with Him that is not neglected will bear wonders and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

In Chapter 11 we find the definition of faith. In this chapter we find the heroes of faith, who prepared the way for the advent, crucifixion, and resurrection of our Lord. However, the hope and faith of these Old Testament men and women come to nothing without our participation in putting our faith in the Incarnate Word – the One prophesied and prefigured in the Old Testament. Saint Paul is demonstrating to the Hebrews through the use of all the Old Testament prophecies that being familiar with these prophecies, they were prepared, they should have known, and should have been the first to recognize Jesus as the Christ and the Son of God. We also have been given this opportunity. What are we doing to recognize Christ as God? Are we praying and worshipping Him? Are we fulfilling His will? Are we following His commandments in order to be worthy of the inheritance He has given to us through His blood? Are we demonstrating our love toward Him by following His commandments and fulfilling His will?

Is our spirit the appropriate developmental age?  Or are we forever in one level?  V.5:12-14  
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